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death (1548), and then by the ambition of Dudley,
Earl of Warwick; while the violent partisanship,
which characterised the Protector's religious policy,
caused widespread dissatisfaction, increased by the
sacrilege alleged to have been committed in the
construction of Somerset House.

But it was the widespread social distress which
eventually overthrew the government. The debase-
ment of the coinage, begun under Henry VIII, and
continued under Edward VIM and the prevalence of
piracy, which revived with the weakening* of the
executive, caused prices to rise. The new landowners,
successful merchants who had purchased estates,
insisted upon the payment of rents and evicted
defaulters, whereas the old nobility and the monas-
teries had been gentle with their tenants in this
respect. And the continued increase of sheep farm-
ing threw many men out of work, while they could
no longer seek refuge from starvation in the charity
of the religious houses. At last the misery, resulting
from these various causes, became unbearable, and
insurrections broke out all over the country, taking
the form of a demand for religious reaction in the
Western, and for the destruction of enclosures in the
Eastern, counties, Somerset was placed in a
difficult position ; for in his heart he sympathised
with the rebels in their desire for social reforms, but
yet he did not dare to take any effective measures to
grant their demands, in the face of the opposition of
the Council. And so, he acted half-heartedly and
merely increased the confusion. Lord Russell,
indeed, crushed the insurgents in the West, but,